LIVING BIOGRAPHIES'OF FAMOUS AMERICANS

His charities mounted from day to day. To him they meant no
sacrifice. They represented merely a handful of cold figures sub-
tracted from his fabulous sums of gold. Some of his charities, to,
be sure, have performed a great public service. The Rockefeller
Institute for Medical Research, for example, has resulted in the
saving of many lives. But what of the many lives stunted and
crushed in Rockefeller's relentless reaping of the harvest of his
wealth?

Yet we must not be unfair to Rockefeller. He was no worse
than the other monopolists of his day. He was merely one of a
type. It was an age of unprecedented expansion. The economic
atmosphere of the country was breeding a race of Titans; and such
men as Rockefeller and Carnegie and Morgan and Hill and Ar-
mour and Huntington happened to be the best adapted for growth
in such an atmosphere. They were not men of high ethical stand-
ards. But high ethical standards produce martyrs and not masters.
It is just as foolish to blame a Rockefeller for not being a Lincoln
as it would be to blame an oak tree for not being a rosebush. The
founders of the big American trusts played an inevitable and im-
portant part in the economic development of the United States.
It was a dramatic but futile gesture when the government, in
1911, officially "busted" the Standard Oil Trust. In accordance
with this official decree, the Standard Oil Company was to be
thenceforth divided into'several small concerns. It was like divid-
ing the Atlantic Ocean with a carving knife. Both historically and
economically Rockefeller was right when he said: "If we limit
opportunity we will have to put the brakes on our national de-
velopment . . . We must build up, build up for years to come
, . . We are too young a nation for this tearing down."

Rockefeller was brilliant enough to realize that the tendency of
American progress, of all progress, is not toward division but
toward unification. Individuals are united into families, families
into states, states into nations. The same is true of economic de-
velopment. Individuals combine into partnerships, partnerships
into corporations, corporations into trusts. Large scale production